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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

Are you a writer? Are you interested in the world around you? Do you want your
voice to be heard by others? If so, the Commonwealth Essay Competition is definitely
for you. We encourage you to be creative in your response to our topics. You can

submit a poem, letter, article, story, essay or even a short play. The choice is yours.
Just get writing!

Entrants are judged in two age groups, Junior (under 14 years) and Senior (14-18 years).

Deadline: 1st May 2013
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Junior Category
(Under 14s)

Junior Prize Winner
Junior Runner Up

Gold Awards

Silver Awards

Bronze Awards
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Senior Category
(Ages 14-18)

Senior Prize Winner
Senior Runner Up

Gold Awards

Silver Awards

Bronze Awards
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

Junior Category

Born after 1st May 1999 Senior Category

1. When has hard work paid off for you? Born between an May 1994
2. Creative thinking saved the day. and st May 1999
3. Tell us about a moment of opportunity which 1. Afunding agency has asked you to make a pitch

changed the life of your family, community,

: ' for an idea involving schools that would benefit
country, continent or the entire planet.

your community.

4. Is change a good thing? 2. “I'knew this was my moment.”

5. Opportunities galore! 3. Discuss one or more examples of social and/or

environmental development where enterprise
plays, or could play, a key role in changing the
way people live.

4. “How enterprising!” a voice said as | closed the
door behind me.

i

Are we too risk-conscious these days?

Junior and Senior

A bonus topic open to
all entrants

1. “Toboldly go ..”
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Opportunity Through Enterprise

The modern Commonwealth evolved out of Britain’s imperial past. This process
was set in train with India and Pakistan’s independence in 1947 and sealed

by the London Declaration of 1949, where the word ‘British” was dropped

from the association’s title to reflect the new reality. In the following two
decades, the Commonwealth, with its commitment to racial equality and
national sovereignty, became a natural association of choice for many newly
independent nations. Issues of racial justice became key, as the Commonwealth
threw its weight behind the cause of freedom and equality.
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

of the Commonwealth come together to focus upon a work stream of global
importance. In 2013, launched at Commonwealth Day in March, this theme will
be Opportunity through Enterprise.

Enterprise education builds transferable skills in young people, which will
prepare them for entering into the world of work by converting academic
understanding into practical experience. By developing business skills, young
people’s resilience, flexibility and adaptability is strengthened, preparing them
for an unpredictable job market and enabling them to recognise and take
advantage of prospects to benefit their families and their communities. For
Commonwealth countries, building entrepreneurship skills will also help to
address the challenge of the "youth bulge” and the associated need to create

jobs and opportunities for the growing youth population; young people will
develop the skills to become job creators as well as seekers, and enjoy a sense of
personal agency in determining their own futures.
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Opportunity Through Enterprise

If your school is based in the UK and would like to register your interest to
be selected to attend the Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster
Abbey on 11th March 2013, please contact the RCS at info@thercs.org.
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

words for Junior entries.

7) Entries will be disqualified if they fail to meet these requirements.
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Opportunity Through Enterprise

sound academic standards and competent use o Eng Ish as a written

language. This includes a good standard of spelling and punctuation, neat
presentation and clear hand-writing or word-processing.

5. lllustrations are welcomed, particularly in Junior entries, but they must
enhance the written text and add to the overall quality of the entry.

6. Entrants should be aware that the care with which they present their work
will be taken into account whether writing by hand or using a computer.
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

DIRECTY TO US: FAO YOUNG COMMONWEALTH COMPETITIONS, THE
ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY, 25 NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE,
LONDON, WC2N 5AP UK

AMERICAS/CARIBBEAN: FAO YOUNG COMMONWEALTH
COMEPTITIONS, THE BRITISH COUNCIL, 19 ST. CLAIR AVENUE, ST. CLAIR,
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

AFRICA: FAO YOUNG COMMONWEALTH COMEPTITIONS, BAOBAB
COLLEGE, PO BOX 350099, CHILANGA, ZAMBIA.

OR
FAO YOUNG COMMONWEALTH COMPETITIONS, THE BRITISH HIGH

COMMISSION, PO BOX 296, ACCRA, GHANA
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

8. Postal Entry Form
PLEASE FILL OUT IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Fields in red are mandatory

First Name/s

Last Name/Family Name

Date of Birth

Email Address

Sex (MorF)

Nationality

Country of Residence

City of Residence

Name of School

Full School Address

Age Category (Junior or Senior)

Topic Number (1,2,3,4,5,Bonus)

Word Count

The Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013 is run by the Royal
Commonwealth Society in partnership with Cambridge University Press.

EDU_26595_Commonwealth_Booklet_v2_AW.indd 13 o ’ ) 27/11/2012 14:49



Opportunity Through Enterprise

Notes

Start your ideas here....
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Commonwealth Essay Competition 2013

Notes

Start your ideas here....
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AT THE COMMONWEALTH CLUB

UNIVERSITY PRESS

THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY CAMBRIDGE
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